
                           The USS Nashville (PG-7)
                                by Mathias W. Benward

   The USS Nashville gunboat was commissioned at Norfolk, Virginia in 1897. Her
displacement was 1371 tons light and 1719 tons full. The top speed was 16.3
knots and she carried  from 150 to 395 tons of coal. The crew compliment was
180 officers and sailors. She was armed with eight 4-inch 40 caliber guns, two
6-pound guns, two 3-pound guns, and two 1-pound guns.
   Shortly after the Battleship USS Maine mysteriously exploded and sank in
Havana Harbor, USS Nashville began to patrol near Key West, Florida. After
President McKinley proclaimed a blockade of Cuban ports on April 22,1898 USS
Nashville fired the first shot of the Spanish-American War. The Spanish Steamer
Buena Ventura was boarded. The merchantman was bound from Pascagoula, Ms to
Rotterdam, Holland with a cargo of timber. This ship was then sent as a prize
to Key West.
   On May 11, 1898 USS Nashville participated in the action at Cienfuegon
Harbor, Cuba cutting two communication cables. It remained on blockade for the
rest of the war. After the war she was sent to the Philippines arriving in
Manila Bay on December 31, 1899. During the Philippine Insurrection the ship
was used as flagship and coordinated several amphibious assaults. In June 1900
she sailed for China to participate in the Boxer Rebellion carring a detachment
of Marines. Her Asiatic duties ended on July 3, 1901 when she was transfered to
Genoa, Italy. She returned to Boston, Massachusetts on January 16, 1903 only to
be decommissioned on June 30, 1904.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                             THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

   Welcome to the Nashville Stamp Show '98. Our theme for the show will be the
100th anniversary of the Spanish-American War. Our symbol is the USS Nashville
which fired the first shot of that war. This year we have sixteen stamp dealers
from all over the country. This have varied stocks of stamps from the US and the
rest of the world. Please stop by for a     +---------------------------------+
visit and have a look at their stamps. They |       INSIDE THIS ISSUE         |
always ready to help and answer any of your | USS Nashville (PG-7)          1 |
questions. The stamp club maintains a table | The President's Corner        1 |
at the enterance to help our fellow stamp   | Nashville Stamp News          2 |
collectors with any questions, problems, or | Club Info                     2 |
just top by and chat. Also, stop and look at| Plate Number Coils part 1     3 |
the exhibits. But first and foremost have a | Dealer List                   4 |
lot of fun at the stamp show!               +---------------------------------+
        Matt Benward, President NPS



                                        _______________________________________
    ********************************    |                                     |
    *     NASHVILLE STAMP NEWS     *    |         The Volunteer State         |
    ********************************    |          Philatelic Gazette         |
                                        |                                     |
             October Project            |         Issue #40 Spring 1998       |
             ---------------            |                                     |
    As many of you know October is stamp|            Matt Benward             |
    collecting month. To promote the    |           Editor-in-Chief           |
    hobby the Nashville Philatelic      |                                     |
    Society puts stamp exhibits in many |           Ed Saunders, Jr.          |
    of the locate libraries. This gives |           Associate Editor          |
    the public at large a glimpse of our|                                     |
    hobby and will hopefully kindle an  |         Editorial Consultants:      |
    interest in some. This effort is    |             Helen Bodiford          |
    organized by Tony Ramirez. On our   |             Marie Farmer            |
    first meeting of September club     |                                     |
    members create stamp pages with     | Matt Benward              President |
    inexpensive stamps. With the help   | Tony Ramirez   First Vice-President |
    of club members these exhibits are  | David Bodkin  Second Vice-President |
    distributed. Thanks to everyone who | Colleen Lynam    Jr. Vice-President |
    helped and special thanks to Tony.  | Tom Tribke                Secretary |
                                        | Bob Picirilli             Treasurer |
                                        | Helen Bodiford    Delegate-at-Large |
              New Stamp Dealer          |                                     |
              ----------------          | Meetings: Second and Fourth Mondays |
    When Tom Tribke and I went to the   | of each month. Buy and swap at 5:30 |
    stamp show in Birmingham we were    | p.m., Business meeting a 6:45 p.m., |
    surprised to find a  stamp dealer   | and Program at 7:00 p.m.            |
    from the local Nashville area. We   |                                     |
    doubly surprised that we'd never    | Meetings are held at the Inglewood  |
    met him. Here's his information:    | Branch Library, 4312 Gallatin Road, |
                                        | Nashville, Tennessee 37216.         |
    Steve and Dick                      |                                     |
    Specialists in Covers and stamps    | Kids under 17 get a FREE stamp      |
    P.O. Box 973                        | packet at their first attendance.   |
    Hendersonville, Tn 37077-9073       | Ages 6 and up are WELCOME!          |
                                        |                                     |
    Steve Popick - (615) 826-4602       | THE Volunteer State PHILATELIC      |
                                        | GAZETTE is an official Publication  |
              New Members               | of the Nashville Philatelic Society |
              -----------               | which is published quarterly.       |
              Harry C. Cook             |                                     |
              Aaron Fausz               | Opinions expressed in THE GAZETTE   |
              Charles Mock              | are those of the writers. These     |
              Emmett Sullivan           | opinions do not necessarily reflect |
              Mark Thompson             | the views of the Nashville Philate- |
              Brcic Vlatko              | lic Society or its members.         |
              Thomas Fay                |                                     |
              Dave Price                | The Nashville Philatelic Society is |
                                        | a non-profit organization.          |
                                        |_____________________________________|
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                         Continued in the next issue
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                               Dealer List
                               -----------
_______________________________________________________________________________
Stamp & Coin Haven        | David Alex            |    Denny Peoples          |
Wilson Mulliniks          | P.O. Box 2176         |    8141 Springwater Dr. W.|
P.O. Box 741              | Glenview, IL 60025    |    Indianapolis, In 46256 |
Waverly, Tn 37185         |                       |                           |
                          |                       | US to 1940, Washington-   |
We buy, sell or trade     | Quality US singles,   | Franklins, US & foreign   |
postage stamps. For       | plates, booklets,     | covers, Revenues, and     |
collectors, remember      | revenues, stationary, | Cinderelles               |
your mint NH postage is   | and possessions.      |                           |
the same as cash with us! |                       |                           |
--------------------------+-----------------------+---------------------------l
F A Stamps                | Ward D. Morton        | Jim Bardo                 |
P.O. Box 4051             | P.O. Box 174          | P.O. Box 7437             |
Shalimar, Fl 32579        | Summerfield, Fl 34492 | Buffalo Grove, IL 60089   |
                          |                       |                           |
World Wide Stock          | France and Colonies   | US stamps                 |
Specialties of Japan, US  |                       | Classics to modern        |
France, and Belgium       |                       |  Varieties                |
--------------------------+-----------------------+---------------------------|
Starnes Stamps            | The Stamp Den         | B&W Stamps/V&P Philatelics|
602 S. Maple              | 3393 Park Ave         | 5774 Eatons Creek Road    |
Winchester, Ky 40391      | Memphis, Tn 38111     | Joelton, Tn 37080         |
                          |                       |                           |
Classic US & a little bit | Us and World          | Worldwide, US, Mint, Used |
of everything             | Stamps and Covers     | Supplies, New Issues      |
--------------------------+-----------------------+---------------------------|
Four Seasons Stamp Co.    | Aberdeen Stamps       | Heinrich Hahn             |
P.O. Box 8154             | Square S Building     | P.O. Box 384              |
Woodlands, Tx 77387       | 2723 Foxcroft Dr.     | Huntsville, AL 35804-0384 |
                          | Suite 307             |                           |
W.W. Postal History       | Little Rock, Ar 72227 | Serving all collectors    |
Western Europe, British   |                       | Beginners welcome Job lots|
French Colonies, Asia     | US & Foreign, Medium  | US, UN, Germany, Topicals,|
                          | Prices                | Supplies                  |
--------------------------+-----------------------+---------------------------|
Sunbelt Covers & Stamps   | Bell Stamp Co.        | George Bryan              |
P.O. Box 2211             | P.O. Box 1            | 5000 Raleigh LaGrange     |
Columbia, S.C. 29202      | Whatcheer, IA 50268   | Memphis, Tn 38128         |
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